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NEWS RELEASE

This release is available electronically on INN (News Net).
Oct. 4, 1994
FIVE WIN 1994 DISTINGUISHED ALUMNUS AWARDS FROM UM
MISSOULA Five University of Montana - Missoula graduates have been chosen to receive the UM
Alumni Association’s highest awards during this year’s Homecoming celebration.
Distinguished Alumnus Awards will be presented Thursday, Oct. 6, during the traditional
Singing on the Steps of Main Hall at 7:30 p.m. This year’s DAA recipients are Dr. Tom Anderson,
Margery Hunter Brown, John P. Heggers, Margaret Holmes McDowell and Robert W. Munson.
Anderson, a native of Ekalaka, has been head of oncology and hematology at the Medical
College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee since 1979. Before taking that post, he served as a senior
investigator in the Public Health Service at the National Cancer Institute. He founded a weekly
program on Milwaukee public television called "To Better Health." He is president ol the 700member Medical College Faculty Assembly and heads the board of directors of the Wisconsin
Division of the American Cancer Society. He holds a UM bachelor’s degree in zoology and a
medical degree from Stanford University.
Brown, a Libby native and Bigfork resident, was a UM law school professor Irom 1976
until her retirement in 1993. She served eight years as assistant and associate dean ol the law
school, and twice served as acting dean. A leader in American Indian law, she has assisted tribes
in improving their legal codes and judicial systems. She holds bachelor’s, master s and law degrees
from UM. Upon graduating from law school in 1975, Marge served as a tribal court adviser lor the
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Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes on the Flathead Reservation. She served on the state
Human Rights Commission for eight years, six of those years as its chair.
Heggers is a professor of surgery and microbiology at the University of Texas Medical
Branch and the director of clinical microbiology at the Shriner’s Bum Institute in Galveston.
Texas. A national leader in the field of bum and surgical wound infections and their treatments, he
has received numerous grants and published many scientific papers, books and chapters. He is
considered a leader in the field of bum infections and their treatments. He earned a doctorate from
UM in 1972.
McDowell, who hails from Great Falls, is the senior attorney in the Immigration Law Unit
of the Legal Aid Society of New York. She has been an untiring advocate of the legal rights ol
immigrants residing in New York City, and is one of the city s leading experts on the
representation of immigrants in deportation proceedings. Her advocacy has included participation
in law reform litigation in state and federal courts. A founding member and chair of the W omen's
Rights Committee of the New York County Lawyers' Association, she has served on the governing
bodies of that association and the New York State Bar Association. She holds a law degree Irom
UM.
Munson, a Libby native, is executive director of the Missoula-based Rocky Mountain Elk
Foundation. As a real estate broker in Troy, he became involved in a concept that developed into
the RMEF, which he helped found in 1984. Under his leadership, the foundation has grown to an
international membership of more than 84,000. Those members have helped raise $30 million to
conserve and enhance 1.5 million acres of critical habitat for elk and other wildlile across North
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America. In Montana alone, the RMEF has restored and conserved nearly 85,000 acres of prime
wildlife habitat through projects such as habitat enhancements and land acquisitions. He holds a
UM bachelor’s degree in liberal studies.
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